
Pastoral Epistles – Sound Doctrine



Big Picture

Sound doctrine must be taught by those who 
will give an account to God, and must be 
lived out by everyone in the community of 
faith.
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Sound Doctrine

Karygma – The Gospel

Didache – The Teaching
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1.  Found in Scripture



Sound Doctrine

Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions 
which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle.
  2 Thessalonians 2:15
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Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions 
which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle.
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All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
  2 Timothy 3:16-17
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Sound Doctrine

Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for 
they watch out for your souls, as those who must give 
account.  Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for 
that would be unprofitable for you. 
  Hebrews 13:17
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1.  Found in Scripture (2 Thess 2:15; 2 Timothy 3:16-17)

2.  Leaders are primarily responsible for maintaining 
and teaching sound doctrine

3.  Sound doctrine defined



Sound Doctrine

But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, 
knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous 
person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the 
ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for 
murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for 
manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites, for 
kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any 
other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine, according 
to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was 
committed to my trust. 
  1 Timothy 1:8-11



Sound Doctrine

For a bishop [overseer] must be blameless, as a 
steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, 
not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 
but hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, 
just, holy, self-controlled, holding fast the faithful word 
as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound 
doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who 
contradict.
 Titus 1:7-9



First Principles

1. Becoming a Disciple
2. Belonging to the Family of Families
3. Participating in the Mission of the Church
4. Cultivating Habits of the Heart
5. Enjoying Your Relationship
6. Passing on Your Beliefs
7. Envisioning Fruitful Lifework
8. Building for Future Generations 
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1.  Doctrine is found in Scripture

2.  Leaders are primarily responsible for maintaining 
and teaching sound doctrine

3.  Sound doctrine defined

4.  Doctrine is action



Sound Doctrine

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some 
will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving 
spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in 
hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a 
hot iron, forbidding to marry, and commanding to 
abstain from foods which God created to be received 
with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the 
truth. 
  1 Timothy 4:1-3



Sound Doctrine
If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good 
minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and 
of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed.  But 
reject profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise yourself 
toward godliness.  For bodily exercise profits a little, but 
godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life 
that now is and of that which is to come.  This is a faithful 
saying and worthy of all acceptance.  For to this end we both 
labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, 
who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.  
These things command and teach. . . . Take heed to yourself 
and to the doctrine.  Continue in them, for in doing this you 
will save both yourself and those who hear you.  
 1 Timothy 4:6-16


